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Early Years Foundation Stage :

At St Mary’s Bryanston Square our Early Years department ensures that children receive a quality experience 

which supports their development and learning.  We support our pupils to become confident, independent and 

compassionate members of the St Mary’s family.  Our main aim in Early Years is to develop strong foundations 

rooted in academic success while securing personal and social skills.  Our practice reflects the four main principles 

of the EYFS framework:

 A unique child – developing resilient, confident and self-assured individuals

 Positive relationships – supporting children in becoming strong and independent

 Enabling environments – we provide opportunities and experiences in response to individual needs of the 

child by developing strong partnership between practitioners, parents/carers and the child.

 Learning and developing – an acknowledgement that children learn in different ways and at different rates.

Key Aim: to develop strong foundations rooted in academic success while securing personal and social skills we 

strive to achieve this by implementing the following aims:

 To provide children with the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to prepare them for Key Stage 

One and beyond (Early Learning Goals)

 Encourage a love of learning and a sense of exploration in their learning within large and small groups, 

including both planned and spontaneous group sessions.

 Encourage self-help and independent learning skills across all areas.

 Follow a daily routine, yet recognize the value of adapting this routine due to children’s interest, weather 

conditions and other events.

 Encourage parental/family participation in the children’s learning.

 Protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children.
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Timetable 

Parents’ Evenings:

 3x per year (October and February) 
 Final one – drop in option to discuss end of year report
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Curriculum
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School Website
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National Expectations/Assessments

 Reception Baseline Assessment- it is an activity based assessment of 
pupils’ starting points in: language, communication, literacy and 
mathematics. The RBA is a short, task-based assessment. It is not used to 
label or track individual pupils.

 Phonics assessment- at the end of each half term

 EYFS Profile- it is a statutory assessment of children’s development at the 
end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (known as a summative 
assessment) and is made up of an assessment of the child’s outcomes in 
relation to the 17 early learning goals (ELGs). It is intended to provide a 
reliable, valid, and accurate assessment of each child’s development at the 
end of the EYFS.

 Tapestry- online learning journal
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Reading as a driver to the curriculum

 The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of 
learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early 
age form the foundations for language and cognitive development.

 It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of 
two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading.

 Daily Phonics lessons
 Daily story times
 ‘Book of the week’
 Weekly 1:1 reading in class
 Reading at home
 Friday am reading for pleasure with parents and carers
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Independence
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Home Learning
Talk to your child about what they have learned for that 

day/week
Praise them for all the good things they do
Breakfast, bed times, SLEEP, water bottle
Make sure you are reading with them daily (and fill out their 

reading diary) and completed home learning.
 Provide opportunities for chatting, playing and interacting 

together. Spend time together reading, telling stories and 
singing

Play games that involve turn taking
Encourage independence – getting dressed, putting on coat and 

shoes, washing/ drying hands and using the toilet



Uniform: 

 Navy blue tracksuit bottoms, white polo t-shirt and school jumper or cardigan

 Label all clothes

 Bring a bag with spare clothes to keep in class

 Bring a full water bottle everyday

 No toys to be brought from home, unless required (Show& Tell)

 No snacks, we provide milk and fruits/vegetables 

PE:

 PE on Friday, physical activities on offer every day i.e. climbing frame, bikes, building with large blocks, 
hockey 

 Please make sure your child comes in to school wearing trainers and tracksuit trousers

 Please label all clothes

 Only stud earrings please

 Hair tided up
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Uniform and PE kit



Please speak to Mrs Stepinska first then to Mrs Rahman or Miss Furniss-Roe.

Happy to make an appointment to see you to answer questions, via 
conversation at end of day or email to office.

If you wish to speak to a member of SLT, please arrange an appointment at the 
office.

Thank you for your support.
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Opportunities for questions/concerns


