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Reading

 Reading is the driver to our curriculum

 We want all children become fluent readers and become confident at reading 
unfamiliar texts, using the skill of decoding.

 We want children to have a desire and love for reading, this includes a wide 
range of books.

 We want children to have access to any door they wish to open in life



Excellence with Compassion

Phonics

 Phonics is a method of teaching children to read by linking sounds and the 
symbols that represent them. 

 Phonics teaches children to decode words by sounds rather than recognising 
whole words. 

 There are 44 different sounds in the English language.
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GES Simply Letters and Sounds

 At St Mary’s, we follow the GES Simply Letters and Sounds Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics programme to teach Reception and KS1 early reading. 

 The contents of the programme has been carefully selected from the original 
Letters and Sounds 2007 and the National Curriculum 2014 documents and 
follows the same progression.
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Key Terminology

 Phoneme – smallest unit of sound (s/p/x).

 Grapheme – symbols which represents a phoneme.

 Digraph - two vowels which make one sound (oa / oo / ee / ai).

 Tri-graph - a group of three letters that makes a single sound ('igh' as in 
'sigh’).

 Split digraph - a vowel sound has been split (slope, gripe, rage, huge).

 Segment - saying each sound within a word (‘r-e-d’)

 Blend - running the sounds in the word together to read the whole word.
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Graphemes chart:

Phoneme

Grapheme
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Segment and Blend
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How and When?
Phonics is taught daily for 20 minutes. 
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How and When?

https://www.youtube.com/@lettersandsoundsforhomeand9824/playlists

https://www.youtube.com/@lettersandsoundsforhomeand9824/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/@lettersandsoundsforhomeand9824/playlists
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Reading at Home

Day Reading

Monday Adult reads book to child

Tuesday Adult and child read book together

Wednesday Child reads book independently to adult

Thursday Child reads book to adult & adult asks questions 
about the book

I, we, you’ Teaching  Model
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Reading Record
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National Expectations/Assessments

 Once a phase has been taught, the teacher will assess each child on that 
stage. This will identify what areas need to be revisited in class and at 
home. 

 At the end of Year 1, there is a Phonics screening check which is a 
compulsory assessment that all children in Year 1 in England take. It is 
used to assess a students phonic decoding skills. 

 To pass a student must correctly read around 32/40 words correctly. The 
40 words in the check are split into sections progressing from simple 
word structures to trickier words often with more than 6 letters.

 The test contains a mixture of real and pseudo (alien) words.



http://www.wahm-bam.org/2012/02/the-year-1-phonics-screening-test/
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Questions?

Thank you for coming


